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Homestake Fire.
The greatest fire ever ocourring in
a gold mine in this country, and one

of the greatest in the world has just
be:n successfully overcome by the
Homestake Mining company at Lead,
gavs the Pioneer Timoes. For over two
months the company stragrled with
this {ire, and it was not until it had
burned for 30 days that it was found
necessary Lo turn into the mine all the
available water and to flood the scores
of undargzround workings, The most
remarkable faaturs in ¢oansction with
this event is thay, although, for days,
man were enrried out of the mine un-
conszious from the effectsof the deadly
gases, taourh caves oseurred, and red-
hot rock was mined trom the stopes
in the hope of getting at the fire, and
are huadreds of feer desp, yet amony
all the men who have so persistently
and bravely fought the fire, there has
not been a single fatality.

On the evening of March 25th the
people were startled by the ringing of
the fire bell and in o few moments the
word had carried through Lead, Dead-
wood and even iuto the outside camps
that the Homestake was on fire, The
blaze started on the ninth floor of the

6o0-foor level and consequently was
very near the 500-foor level. It was
supposed to have ignited from the

blasting out of some old timbers by
the day shift just belore they went off,
The Homestake has always been con-
sidered an especially well prepared
mine for all fire emerygencies. 1t has
dmple water on all levels, pipe lines,
hose, and all equipment for Hghting
fire; aud yet from the very beginning,
these flames were beyond control. The
great difficulty was caused by the
forming of the deadly carbon dioxide
gas which made it impossible for the
men to approach near the fire, and
which overcame them by the dozens,
85 thut they were carried out, either
goconscious or raving in delirium,
Still the fight in the dark went on.
Fire helmets were secured and with
the help of these, the little army of
workers pushed somewhat nearer the
blaze. Brattices were built, and fol-
lowing alonyg one side with compressed
alr and water, the fizhters made an-
other attack upon the blaze. Steam
wus turned iny walter was sent down
through the open c¢ut with the hope
that it might reach the infected spous
tunnels were reopened and entrance

to the burninz stopes sought in this |

way. All was vseless. On the moro-
fng of April 2, after a night of great
danger, Superintendent Grier ordered
all men out of the mine, and the fight
was continued for a time through up-
per tunnels, by means of small streams
of water through the open cut, under-
neath which the lire was supposed 1o

be located, nnd by repeated effurts on |

the part of the fire brigade to reach
the blaze, by the help of their hel-
mets and the brattioes,

On April 22nd, the order to food
went forth, the last resort, and every-
thing, even the few mills which were
still operating, were closed. The
workings of the mine are 1,550 feet
deep, and there ave over a hundred
miles of underground channels. The
natural inflow of water into the mine

filtéd it to the 1.100-foot level, mu1|ln~ formed even thicker than it lstldl

from there up, the work of filling was
aecomplished in an unexpectedly shory
time. The space to be filled amounted
to 65,393,621 cubie feet, and required
H07.000,000 rallons of water, In order
to effect this  Hooding, water
turned in through the Ellison hoist,
the open cut, and even the old Lin-
coln shaft was opened up  for this pur-
pose, By means of o flume, water was
brought in  through a tunnel at the
north end, and a great part of White-

was

wood creek was turned in throueh the

Savage tunnel by a fume 3,200 feet
long, 20 inches wide and 30 inches
decp. This gave a volume of water
equal to about 7,500 gallons a minute,
and this in addition to the water the
mine makes and the additional supply
caused by heavy rains and snows,
brought the flood to the highest pos-
sible point about 80 feet on the 300
level, by the 20th of May, only 37 days
from the commencement. When this
was accomplished there was no gques-
tion but that the fire was out.

It is impossible at thisdate to es-
timate the actual loss to the company.
The greatest item comes in the loss of
product which ean be reckoned very
fairly. From April 3rd to April 22nd
only G600 out of 1,000 stamps dropping
and from April 22 to May 30 there was
no output whatever. The
monthly bullion output of this eom-
pany is about 400,000%, and hence the
bullion loss for this time approximates
9451608, There must be taken into
consideration also, the fact that when
the mills began work on May 28, only
440 stamps were dropping out of the
1.000. This means that the monthly
product will be diminished by over
one-half while this continues, and how
long that will be, it is impossible to
say. The loss in bullion may, how-
ever, be placed very conservatively at
L,000,0008. The cost of flooding the
mine was but little more than nowinal,
while the cost of unwatering will in-
clude the cost of labor and fuel for
operating the skips.
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The Year Without a Summer.
Apropos of the abnormally cold, win-

try weather that has been prevailing
L all over the East and South, these ex-
tracts from the diary of a New Yorker
kept during 1816 will be read with in-
terest. That year was known for many
years, as “'the year withouta summer:"

June of 1816 was 0 month of ice and
desolation. Corn was killed in Aug-
ust. Snow fell throughout that sum-
mer. Blazing fires and winter wreaps
were a necessity.  All nature was elud
in sable hue. Men and women became
frightened and imagined that the heat
of the sun had beeome exhausted.
Ministers took the phenomenon for
the text of their sermons, while fanat-
jes seized the opportanity to form re-
ligious organizations,

Junuary of 1816 was mild, so mild
that people allowed their fires to go
out. A severe cold snap eame in Feb.
roarw but soon passed away. March
| had no unusually high temperature,
but April was the advance guard of
the strange freak in  temperature.
May was a4 bivter disappointment.
Buds cate out, but so did the frost,
|and in one night all vegetution lay in
| blackened waste., Corn was killed and
the tields had to be made resdy for
another plunting.  Tce of the thickness
of half an inch formed on Black ereek.

June, the month of roses, was that
veur a month of ice and desolation.
The older inhabitants were surprised,
| as never before had the thermometer
|sunk so low in those latitudes in the
ast month of spring. Frost, ice and
snow  were common,  Almost every
green thing was killed and various
kinds of fruit were neavly all destroy-
{ed. One day the snow fell toa depth
of three inches,

July was accompanied by frost and
ice and those who celebrated the Glor-
ious Fourth not wisely but too well,
found an abundavee of ice handy for
Iilmumnuw next morping.  That
{munth Indisn corn was destroyed in
all but the most favored localities,

[u August the farmers were doomed
to disappointment. The midsummer
month was, il possible, more cheerless
than the days that had already passed.

st

|llu- month  before, and corn was so
| badly frozen that it was cut for fodder.
Almost every green plant was frozen.
What little corn ripened in the un-
exposed stutes was worth almost its
weirht in silver, and farmers were
compelled to provide themselves with
corn grown in 1815 for the seed they
used in the spring planting of 1817,
The seed cost 58 a bushel.

The lnst month of summer was ush-
ered in bright and warm, and for two
weeks the almost frozen people began
| to thaw out. It was the middle of the
year, but just as the inhabitants began
to appreciate ity old Boreas and old
Jack Frost came along and whitened
and hardened everything intheir path,
On the 16th fce formed & quarter of
an ineh thick and winter elothing that
had been laid away for a few days was
|:\,'.{:I.ill brought out and wrapped around
shivering humanity.

October kept up the reputation of its
predecessors, and so did November,
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I_ mildest month of the year. Bread-
| stuffs went up to an almost unheard-of
| price and it was impossible to obtain
| for table use any of the common vege-
tubles, as they were needed for seed.
Flour sold in the cities for 13§ a barrel.
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| Soon to Start Work on New Railroad.

The San Diego Union says: Announce-
ment has been made by John D.
Spreckles that actual  construction
work on the San Diego and Arizona
railroad at this end of the line will be
commenced as soon as
way have been secured. Me. Spreck-
els further states that these rights of
way are nearly all secured at the pres-
ent tin e.

Me, Spreckles said: “Mpe. Clayton,
Me. Titus and myself just returned
from n teip of inspection to Carris
Cunyon where work is now being done
in preparation for the laying of the
tracks. Toe sides of the canyon which
is about 12 miles long, are of solid
granite, und the work now being dene
consists of cutting benches in these
walls, the track to be laid along these
benches. Tnis work will give the
ratlroad company lezal control of the
pass, which is to be used as an en-
trance to the desert, and will facilitate
the building of the tuanels, The line
when comy leted will be one of the
wost picturesque in the entire country.

“All the coutrolling points in the
canyen are also being graded, the sur-
veving purties working eastward and
westward from the canyon.  Anpother
surveying party is working below the
boundary line between Mexico and the
United States between Jacumba puss
and Tia Juana.

“The company will begin actual con-
struction work in Sun Diego as soon us
the vights of way, including the prop-
erty of the San Diego Cuayamuaca sud
Enstern Railroad, are neavly all se-
cured at the present time. The right
of wuy througu the property of (ke

being adjusted aml the same is true
in several other cases.

“Up to dute the company has spent
1,250,000% in vights of way and in ac-
tual construetion work."

e

Harvey House at Williams.

The contract has been let and the
stakes set for the Williams' new Har-
vey house and depot. It is called **Fra

discoverer of Arizona. Mp. Carl Leon-
hard, the foremost reinforeed conerete
contractor of Los Angeies and vicinity
| was the successful bidder.
The new building will be of the same
style us the Ash Fork but u
| tritle smaller. It will contain thiry
five guest rooms, fitted with hot and
| eold water and baths.
The building will be three hundred
and seventy-five feet lony forty live
! feer wide, and on the ground floor will
have a bagrage room, 20 by 45, ladies
walting room, 22 by 30, men's waiting
room 22 by 30, cario room, 30 byt
news room, 15 by 30, hotel lobby, office.
ete.. 30 by 60, dining room 30 by 30,
lunch room 30 by 30, connected to the
same will be a kitchen, pantry, store
rooms, ete. of 30 by 90, Inundry, 20 by
10, boiler room 15 by 14, The Harvey
system has made no provision for ¢lec-

trie lights but will depend on the lo-
ql power compaoy.

R. H. Benton, of Imperial valley,
wis in the eity making arrangements
for the shipment of twenty-one cares of
cattle which he has purchased in the
last fow days in the Willinms country
and will be shipped from Kirkland 1o
Imperial  valley. Runge cattle are
selling at 15% to 16% for vearlings, 188

| for two-yenr-olds and about 208 to 21%

house

|for three-yeur-olds. Mpe. Benton is
traveling over the country looking for

| enttle and he says thav the stock
Arizonn and New Mexico are thin at
present, 4s there is a searcity of water,
and rain is much needed, "Everything
in Tmperial valley is prospering and
| there are no fears entertained of an-

ovher break along the river. The riv-|

eris receding at present, though it
was at one time nearly within a foou of
the level that it renched last year. In
a few days ten to twelve ears of can-
taloupes will be shipped out of the lm.
perial valley. [t is estimated that
there will be a total of 390 eavloads as

while December turned out to be the | against 352 last year.—Republican.
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Famous Mine Suit Settled.
Through a ruling handed down re-
cently the commissioner of the general
land office at Washington probably
finally settled the most famous.mining
ease in Colorado in late years. [If it s
pot the most famous suit it has at |P:l:i!.|
|um-| pied the most space in the court
{ records. The case is the suit of the
| Eli Mining and Land company against
the Clipper Mining company, and in-
volves title to 15 acres of land 1n the
heart of the eity of Leadville,

I'he property involved is estimated
to be worth several millions of dollurs,
and the ruling of the commissioper fa-
vors the Clipper people. The com-
missioner aflirms the decision of the
Leadville register of the land office
made a year ugo as a whole, and re-
| verses the receiver of that office.

The history of the case is quite com-
plicated. [t started nway back in 1877,
when the various strips of land around
what is now Leadville were hurriedly
tuken up ns pincw‘s for townsite pur-
poses. The acreage here involved in-
¢ludes the Castle, Clipper, Congress
and Capitol lode elaims. They adjoin
the fanmous Coronndo mine on tle
north and there are 300 feet of rich
veins bloeked out in that property that
| built up against the end line of these
¢laims.

These sults were begun in 1893 and
tried in the district court of Lake
county in 1893, The placers had been
loeated in 1877, but in 1883 the gov-
ernment land officers deelared that the
jand was not actually placer yround
and that it had been oblained fraudu-
lently, The contention lasted, how-
ever, until 1500, when a final deeision
| was given against the placer holdings
by the land office and the land was
thirown o ento exr,. J. K. and 8. C,
Carlton and others located it 10 days
after ns lode elaims. The property
was put into the Clipper company.

In 1893 they were adversed in the
distrier court by the Bl people and
the case was tried in 1808 before Judge
Rucker of Aspen. He held that the
ground was placer ground, ignoring
the deecision of the department. The
case wis tuken 1o the state supreme
eourt on a writ of error and there the
[ Rucker decision was affirmed,  An ap-
| peal was waken io the supreme conrt of
the United States, and that body held
that it was not a case for the courts to
deeide, but for the land department 1o
determine as a matter of fact the
character of the land, Thers were o
| number of sensutional features  in-

volved, including charges of falsifying

| and destroying records.

In time the dispute reached the see
retary of the interior, and after a
hearing he sent it back to the Lead-
ville lund office to determine whether
the territory was placer land in char-

| aeter between the years 1833 and 1893,

the rest of the time having been elim-
| inated. The hearing on this occurred
in May, 1905, and lasted 22 days, beinr
one of the lonzgest sessions of the kind
on record.  Bxperts on placer mining
from the entire mountain region were
called into the case as witnesses.

The result of this hearing was that
the register of the land office held that |

lit was not plager ground in the years
speecitied and the receiver held that it
The case was appenled o the
land commissioner at Washington and |
hearing occareed in May of this year.
The apnouacement of the result is that
the commissioner uphalds the roling
| of the re rister of the Leadville office.
This is suid to be n complete vietory.
There is an appeal to the seeretary of
thie interior, but it is not thought this
will be taken. There is no recourse
|in the courts, owing to the United
| States supreme court decision.
The litigation has been long and
|vu.-tl_v. as it is estimated that each
[side has spent not less than  200,0008
The heariar last vear before the Lead-
ville office cost the Clipper people
{nearly 25,0008, It is said that they
i\\‘il] now o ahead and develop the
mine, which will vasult in a great in-
[¢rease in the product of the camp.
[Poere are aleesdy shafts on the
| property down 1) feet enczh and many
| erosseuts, It was in the hearing be-
fore the land offive last year that

Wiks,
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by testifying that he had given n de-
cislon in some features of the case
while a stockholder in one of the ¢om-
panies,—Denver Mining Record.
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Nevada.Utah Buys Manhattan Group.

The Salt Lake Tribune of June 12th
states that the Nevada-Utah M. & S,
Corporation has taken over the Imper-
ial property situated in Beaver county,
Utah, and the Manhattan Copper and
Gold Mining Company’s property, sit-
unted in the Ely and Highland Mining
district, Pioche, Nevada., After pur-
chasing this property the Nevada-Utah
Company is left ina very substantial
financial condition there being 1,000,-
000% in the treasury.

The acquisition of the Manhattan
Copper and Gold Mining Company’s
property in this section will add very
materially to the Nevada-Utab's min-
eral wealth in this section. Some of
the very best mineral ground in this
distriet is embraced in this transae-
tion, composing the Telephone group
of mines east of town and lying adja-
eant to the famous Alps mine, which
has such a record as o producer of
very high grade ore inthe earlier
days and that at u comparatively small
depth. The Telephone mine has much
the same formation as the Alps and
from the development work under-
taken, has given exiremely satisfac-
tory results. Also the Iron mines, sit-
uated in the Highland mining district
near Stampede Gap is considered as
being very desirable as a fluxing ore
to sny nothing of other mineral values.
Thus the Nevada-Utah controls a large
area of mineral ground upon which
can be found an abundance of all
characters of ores nod of proven values,

The Nevada-Utah M, & S. corpora-
tion has about completed the installa-
tion of air compressors at the No. 1
and No. 5 shafts. Afer the compoess-
ors are completed, machine drills will
be installed which will be of maverial
benefit in the sinking of the =Lifts
Meanwhile work is progressing very
satisfactory and the developing of the
mines continue in asubstantinl manner,

A boarding house bas been complet-
ed near the No. 3 shaft, which will be
a great convenience to the men em-
ployed. Heretofore it has been all
but impossible for the men to get ac-
commodations in town. Tne company
realizing this, and contemplatiog in-
erensing the foree, found it imperative
that acecommodations should be furn-
ished with the result that the board-
ing house has been completed and
bunk house will shortly be erected for
sleeping  accommodatioss. — Ploche
Record,

In the mine ot the Californin Gold
& Copper Mining Co., ab Vonurigeer,
of whith A, H. Crams is superintend-
ent, it is reliably reported that a body
of “*black copper’ ore has beea struck
at the 340 foot level, samplinz over
100% per ton in copper alone. Several
shafts have been sunk on the veins
which oceur ina mineral zone fully
2,500 feet wide and good prospects are
obtained in many places outside of the
main working. Vontrigger is nine
miles north of Goffs station on the
Santa Fe pailrond. A pipe line is Le-
ing laid from near Hackberry Springs
1o the mine, a distanee of six aod one-
half miles, —Searehlight Bulletiu.

The twenty new stamps at the Quar-
tette have fully installed—the
plates have arvived from the East and
ave in place, the engine is ready to
start, and the two batteries await only
the securing of more water to o into
commission. It is thought thut be-
tween the main shaft and that of the
Drake the company has sufficient wa-
ter, but at present the pumping facil-
ities are inadeguate. However, a
large Cornish pump bas been ordered
for the Drake and opon its installation
the full forty stamps will be set to
work. —Searchlight Bulletin,
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Ancient Rome
is now merely & memory of the past
Ballard's Snow Liniment is the family
liniment of the twentieth century. A
pusitive eure for Rheumatism, Burns,
Cuts, Sprains, Neuralgia, ete, Mr. C,
H. Runyon, Stanberry, Mo, writes:
“1 have used Snpow Liniment for Rheuo-
matism and all pain. 1 ean’t say
enough in its praise.” Sold by Wat-

Judge Ewers created some discussion

kins' Drugstore.




